                               THE KING EDWARD V1 SCHOOL
                                                    MORPETH
USA 2008 Update…….. Update…….. Update…….. Update…….. Update……..14.06.07
Dear Carer,

We are now firmly under way with our USA 2008 preparations. I have finally managed to resolve all of the issues regarding flights accommodation and transfers, as well as some dates for the actual trip. We will be flying from Newcastle with KLM to Amsterdam, then Amsterdam to Washington on the outward leg. Coach transfer from the airport to the hotel is included, then, we have three nights at the Hotel Harrington. The hotel is situated right in the heart of Washington near the old Post Office.

I have e-mailed my contact at the British Embassy in Washington to request White House and Capitol Building tours. I will arrange an itinerary later to fill the programme of activities, but I do envisage at least one free day in Washington. There are obvious sites within close walking distance, such as the Lincoln Memorial, the Jefferson Memorial, The National Space Exploration Museum, Pennsylvania Avenue and much more, certainly enough to see. One of the great advantages of Washington is that all of the museums are part of the Smithsonian Institute, and as such are all free entry.
We take a coach on to New York where we stay at the Hotel Pennsylvania. This hotel is 40 yards from Time Square, right in the heart of Manhattan. New York is radically different from Washington, with its buzzing and hectic pace, astonishing buildings, and wide avenues. Everything happens at double time, and we will be right in the thick of it.

   I will offer a ‘must see’ package of three entrances. These are: The Empire State Building Viewing Terrace, The Metropolitan Museum of Art and The Museum of Natural History. All three are incredible and really worthwhile. I will organize group entrance prices for all three which should be about £20 in total. We will also take the Staten Island Ferry to sail past the Statue of Liberty, wander through Central Park to take in Strawberry Fields: a monument to John Lennon, and shop to drop on Fifth Avenue.
The last three visits are free, and give a real taste of ‘the big apple’

A coach collects us from our hotel and then we fly back from New York to Amsterdam and home to Newcastle.
The price I have finally negotiated for all flights transfers and hotel accommodation is

£695. This is a little dearer than my first estimate, but our chancellor has had his share of out trip also. This is still however incredible value for money and I have worked hard to get the price right down.

(PTO)

I will require a second deposit of £200 from all tour members by Monday 10th September, so please arrange to get a cheque to ME by then. (It is important it comes to me to allow me to track payments. Cheques as usual paid to King Edward V1 School.)

A Third payment of £250 will be due on 5th November. 
The final tour payment of £195 will be due approximately 8 weeks prior to departure, and will coincide with the carers information evening which will inform all concerned of the detailed plans and issues of the trip. This will be on Wednesday 12 February in Upper School Hall at 7.00 p.m.  By then I will also have finalized the entrance charges, these can be explained and collection arranged. ATTENDING THIS MEETING IS COMPULSORY for all party members and at least one carer. I will take the opportunity to review the student/teacher behaviour agreement which outlines clear expectations of what is acceptable from the school in terms of conduct, and what students in turn can equally expect. Signing this agreement and accepting the terms of the agreement is a requirement and condition of joining the party.

By the time of this meeting, all students should have obtained a passport, and those who already have one, should check it is a ‘swipeable’ type, with at least 6 months left on it at the time of embarkation. (A swipeable type has a row of chevrons along the bottom of the picture page with your details on. See me for any problems.)    

Can I point out that the dates for the payments I have described  are the LATEST  dates for payment, and that I have to send amounts to the travel company dealing with our booking within a couple of days of the deadlines. Please, if possible pay as well in advance as you can, and as much as you are able, which avoids me having to phone around chasing students.

The form attached gives me all of the information I need to know to help with contacts, medical and any emergencies which might arise. Please complete it and return it to me. I will provide a mobile number for all carers and students to have, enabling you to contact me in the USA. Also the hotels both have good websites which will offer you telephone numbers and contacts in emergencies.
Might I finally help ease any concerns you have by reminding you that I have taken many school trips abroad, and been with students from King Edward V1 to both these cities, and indeed these hotels several times, and I haven’t lost a student yet!

I look forward to meeting you in the New Year, and ask your co-operation with the payment dates to enable a smooth and successful planning period. Please ensure the details on the attached form are correct, and return it to me as soon as possible

W E Rees

Tour Leader

USA 2008 Student Record

Student Full Name___________________________________     D.o.B.______________

Passport Number____________________________________

Full Address________________________________________   Postcode_____________

Home Phone________________________________________

Carer Name___________________________and Mobile__________________________

Carer Work_________________________________________ 

Second Contact name___________________ and number_________________________

 (Relationship to student)________________

Do you have any existing medical conditions or take any prescription drugs?

YES /NO (Please delete relevant answer) 

If yes please complete

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

(Any information provided will be retained in the strictest confidence.)

Please Complete and return to me at school by September 10th
